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PURPOSE 
This volume constitutes the codification of Rotary International’s general and permanent policies. The 
decisions of the RI Board, the RI Conventions, and the RI Councils on Legislation in establishing such 
policies have been collected and compiled since 1910. The purpose of the Code is to place all these general 
and permanent policies currently in effect, into one integrated and comprehensive volume.  
 
 
ARRANGEMENT 
Each chapter in the Code represents a separate subject, and each article is intended to represent a separate 
topic as indicated by the titles. The chapters are numbered consecutively and are arranged in logical order. 
A listing of the articles within the chapters is shown at the beginning of each chapter and a listing of the 
sections within the articles is shown at the beginning of each article. If new articles become necessary 
between Code editions, then such articles may be inserted in the appropriate locations.  
 
 
NUMBERING 
The Code uses a progressive–rather than consecutive–numbering system to provide space for the insertion 
of additional sections within the articles to accommodate future new policies. New sections, as necessary, 
may be inserted between existing sections without changing any of the current numbers. For example, a 
new section between 5.010 and 5.020 could be 5.015 or any other number between 5.010 and 5.020. Each 
section number also carries the number of the article in which it is found. The article number and the 
section number are separated by a decimal point. For example, Section 7.050 means Section 50 in Article 
7. 
 
 
AMENDMENTS AND NEW POLICIES 
The Board will adopt new policies and amend existing policies in its regular course of business. In the 
case of amendments, the sections of the Code being amended will be referenced in the actions of the 
Board. In the case of new policies, the placement of the new policies in the Code will be referenced in the 
actions of the Board. 
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